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Arranger’s note

A5 (xido bai chuan) or Lirtle White Boar originated from Korea and became a popular lullaby in
China. The first verse references the bright celestial object in the night sky that resembles a little white
boat, and the second verse speaks of a journey towards paradise. Although it is known to most as a
children’s song, it embodies a deeper sense of spirituality and existentialism. The beauty of Little White
Boat lies in the simplicity of its text and melody. The richness of the unspoken is demonstrated with lush
jazz harmonies and contrasting musical textures that support and highlight the magic and majesty in the

poetry.

Chinese text and pronunciation English translation
% ¥ M X F BT E, Up in the deep blue sky across the milky way,
lan lan di tidn kong yin hé I
H R A B Lies a little white boat;
you zhi xido bai chuan
5 L H B A XM, There is an Osmanthus tree,
chuan shang you ké gui hua shu
a % & 5 . and a rabbit frolicking within.
bai tu zai you wan
¥ )L ¥ JLAFE R, This boat has no oars,
jidng’er jidng’er kan bu jian
5 £ & % m, nor sails on it,
chuan shang yé méi fan
W F, Wwm H K it just drifts and drifts towards the western sky

pido ya pido ya, piao xiang x1 tian
oL AR K AR AT K, journeying across the milky way,
du guo na tiao yin hé shul
£ @ = ¥ , onward to a kingdom in the clouds

zOu xXiang yun cai gud

A 3 IR ANA= F , beyond the kingdom it went,
zOu guo na ge yun cai gud
B om oAp L £ ? where else is it going?
zai xiang nd’er qu?
&R #E T A M T, At a faraway place,
zai na yao yuan de di fang
N & & X . shines a golden beam of light.
shan zhe jin guang
B E A M ¥, It is the North Star,
chén xing shi déng ta
g o BB & a beacon that lights the path ahead.

zhao ya zhao dé¢ liang
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Little White Boat

For SAB Chorus & Piano Korean Folk Song

Arranged by Benedict Goh
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