


Arranger’s note 

!"# (xiăo bái chuán) or Little White Boat originated from Korea and became a popular lullaby in 
China. The first verse references the bright celestial object in the night sky that resembles a little white 
boat, and the second verse speaks of a journey towards paradise. Although it is known to most as a 
children’s song, it embodies a deeper sense of spirituality and existentialism. The beauty of Little White 
Boat lies in the simplicity of its text and melody. The richness of the unspoken is demonstrated with lush 
jazz harmonies and contrasting musical textures that support and highlight the magic and majesty in the 
poetry. 

Chinese text and pronunciation English translation 

$%$%&%'%(%)%*%+%,%

lán lán di tiān kōng yín hé lĭ 
Up in the deep blue sky across the milky way, 

-%.%!%"%#%/%

yŏu zhī xiăo bái chuán 

Lies a little white boat; 

#%0%-%1%2%3%4%,%

chuán shàng yŏu kē guì huā shù 

There is an Osmanthus tree, 

"%5%6%7%8%9%

bái tù zài yŏu wăn 

and a rabbit frolicking within. 

:%;%:%;%<%=%>,%

jiăng’er jiăng’er kàn bú jiàn 

This boat has no oars, 

#%0%?%@%A%,%

chuán shàng yĕ méi fān 

nor sails on it, 

B%C%B%C%,%%B%D%E%'%

piāo ya piāo ya, piāo xiàng xī tiān 

it just drifts and drifts towards the western sky 

F%G%H%I%)%*%J%,%

dù guò nà tiáo yín hé shuĭ 
journeying across the milky way, 

K%D%L%M%N%,%

zŏu xiàng yún căi guó 

onward to a kingdom in the clouds 

K%G%H%O%L%M%N%,%

zŏu guò nà ge yún căi guó 

beyond the kingdom it went, 

P%D%Q%;%R%S%

zài xiàng nă’er qù? 

where else is it going? 

6%H%T%U%&%V%W%,%

zài nà yáo yuăn de dì fang%

At a faraway place, 

X%Y%Z%[%9%

shăn zhe jīn guāng 

shines a golden beam of light. 

\%]%^%_%`%,%

chén xīng shi dēng tă 
It is the North Star, 

a%C%a%b%c%9%

zhào ya zhào dé liàng 
a beacon that lights the path ahead. 
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Korean	Folk	Song
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