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Jubilate Deo is inspired from the text of Orlando di Lasso's Jubilate Deo which is based on the Latin
translation of the book of Psalms 99 verse 2 "Sing praise to God all the earth, serve the Lord in gladness enter
into his presence with exaltation for the lord he is God."

This celebratory piece of praise and exaltation is composed like a miniature ballet suite which is made up of
four short parts, each displaying a variety of dance-like rhythms. The first part is a march-like promenade,
the second is a bouncy syncopated jazz dance, the third is more ethnic and tribal in character, and the fourth
section to the conclusion is interrupted by a slow paean chorus in grand homage style which leads to the final
dance in pulsating clock-like rhythm to fading.

The energy and exuberance of the piece are exemplified in the use of lilting changing meters, syncopations,
glissandos, frequent repetition of words, playful interaction of sectional voices, and alternation of dynamic
textures interspersed with the earthy accompaniment and rhythm of the drums, woodblock, and chimes.
Jubilate Deo was commissioned for an intercollegiate choral competition at the University of Santo Tomas
in the Philippines. The piece is appropriate for concert, festival, or competition use.
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