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Notes from the composer 

Laudate Dominum was originally commissioned for a local competition in Manila and was submitted to the 
5th Ennio Morricone International Choral Composition Competition in Florence, Italy. The piece won the 
2nd prize in 2018 and was judged by the lone member of the jury, the late Ennio Morricone himself. The text 
is based on Psalm 117 from the Holy Bible which opens with "O praise ye lord of all nations, praise the Lord 
all ye people." 

The work is set in four short parts beginning with the main theme, a thorough melodic exposition; a 
contrasting second section which is highly chordal; a more robust, a short, dark, and pensive imitative or 
canonic section in the minor key constitutes the third part; and the fourth section utilizes moving and 
escalating melodies leading to the majestic and sonorous climax. It is capped with an expressive short coda 
using the return of the main theme of the first section and consequently appearing as a metaphorical 
announcement of the whole piece as a conclusion. This song of joyous exaltation is treated in a meditative 
and reverent manner throughout, allowing the choir to exploit various expressive and dramatic interpretative 
possibilities for performance. 
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