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The Arrow And The Song 
Text by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Music by Gabrielle Hamoy 
 

I shot an arrow into the air, 
It fell to earth, I knew not where; 
For, so swiftly it flew, the sight 
Could not follow it in its flight. 

 
I breathed a song into the air, 

It fell to earth, I knew not where; 
For who has sight so keen and strong, 
That it can follow the flight of song? 

 
Long, long afterward, in an oak 
I found the arrow, still unbroke; 

And the song, from beginning to end, 
I found again in the heart of a friend. 

 
 
Range: Ab3-Ab5 Difficulty: Medium 
 
Description: The narrative of this 19th century American poem serves as a metaphor for the lasting 
impact that one’s words and actions have on the world. This piece aims to capture the kind of childlike 
sentimentality that is evoked upon learning this lesson. 
 
Stylistic features: Uncommon harmonic progressions, syncopated rhythms 
 
Technical challenges: Challenging rhythms and harmonies. Modulation may be difficult. Contains 
many non-diatonic tones and dissonant intervals. 
 
Pedagogical value: In this piece, choristers can familiarize themselves with singing non-diatonic notes 
and tackle more intermediate rhythms. The thematic content can also serve as a point of personal 
reflection. 
 
Performance suggestions: Choreography may be implemented but movements are best kept simple. 

 
 
About the composer 
Gabrielle Hamoy is a composition student at the Centro Escolar University Conservatory of Music. 
She is currently a working team member of the Treble Choir Association of the Philippines and sings 
with one of their scholar choirs, Kantabella.  
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