GIL1101

X130 bai cai

(Little White Cabbage)

Arr. Gaius Lee

SATB, unaccompanied

MUZIKSEA



Arranger’s notes

Xiao Bai Cai (“]* @ 3#) is a popular children’s folk song in the Hebei province (North China). This song
is characterized by a sorrowful and grievous melody, which conveys the anguish of a child who had lost
her mother to death. She was then treated badly by her stepfamily, neglected, alone, and mistreated.
Different verses of the folk song convey a variety of emotions such as sorrow, fear and perhaps at times,
a glimmer of hope. This folk song is usually sung by a female, but a tenor solo was chosen instead to sing
from a ‘narrator’s’ perspective. The anguish of the little girl should be carried by the choir.

Text and Translation

1. JEaFERF HIZEF, Little white cabbage the ground has turned yellow,
=HmY L ETHRF. mother has passed on when I was a toddler.
2. RELE S LHFAF, Living with my father has been smooth,
Rl%% BEWRT. my only fear is that he would marry someone else.
3. BTEWR =ZFF7F, Three and a half years after remarrying,
AANEFH  LRET, my stepmother bore a son who is stronger than me.
4. PHHPFR % FET, While he wears clothes of silk and satin,
BE2FR HHARYT, I wear clothes of rags.
5. HFHved KBHT, He eats noodles while I drink only soup,
sEATER R RIEIE, I clasp the bowl with my two hands while tears flow.
6. AR Eseidof, Who knows if my mother misses me,
KRAFR AP, I only reminisce of her in my dreams.
7. MRETFF ARET, Peach blossoms bloom and apricot flowers fall,

i Ep —MFERF. the thought of my mother is all but a gust of wind.
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