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Nunc Dimittis 

This setting of the canticle of Simeon uses the Indonesian Pelog Scale and is inspired by the Javanese 
Gamelan. It provides the mystery and tranquility with deep anticipation called for by the text. Simeon 
was a devout Jew to whom the Holy Spirit promised that before dying, he would see the Messiah. He 
sang this canticle upon seeing the baby Jesus in the temple. 

Latin 

Nunc dimittis servum tuum Domine 
secundum verbum tuum in pace. 

Quia viderunt oculi mei salutare tuum, 
quod parasti ante faciem 

omnium populorum, 
lumen ad revelationem gentium 

et gloriam plebis tuae Israel 

English Translation 

Now, Master, you let your servant go in peace. 
You have fulfilled your promise. 
My own eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared 
in the sight of all peoples. 
A light to bring the Gentiles from darkness; 
the glory of your people Israel. 
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