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About the song

Hela Rotan is a traditional folk song originating from the Maluku region of Eastern
Indonesia. Historically sung during collective physical tasks, the title translates to
“Pulling the Rattan”. The music is characterized by rhythmic energy, playful call-and-
response structures, and an infectious sense of shared momentum.

In this edition, Ken Steven brings the spirit of the Moluccan tradition into a dynamic
setting for treble voices. Retaining the raw, rhythmic drive of the original folklore, this
version is voiced for treble ensembles without divisi. By focusing on accessible voice-
leading, the arrangement allows choirs to deliver a high-energy performance while
celebrating the rich choral heritage of Indonesia.



Hela Rotan

for a cappella SSAA chorus

Indonesian Folksong
Traditional, Moluccas Arranged by Ken Steven
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