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TEXT

Under the rain trees
Waits the little bird
Until mother sun arises

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Voiced consonants marked in square brackets, e.g. [n], should be sung on the ending

consonant of the syllable, i.e. rain.

rain [n]

Unvoiced consonants, e.g. [tr], should be pronounced before singing the syllable it is

S

[tr] - tree

attached to.

Singers should sing the notes in boxes independently of each other and repeatedly for the
duration of the dark lines at their own tempo (i.e. aleatorically), but not too quickly or
slowly. White noteheads have a longer sung duration than black noteheads.

The chord in brackets at bar 20 for the tenors and basses indicates randomised singing of
the word “mother sun” to the written three notes, changing notes with each syllable sung.
Each singer begins on any of the written three notes, and sings the notes independently
of each other and repeatedly for the duration of the dark lines.

One singer (usually a soprano) is designated to sing the koel part. Glissando throughout;
the shape of the curves approximate the pitches of the bird song. As a guide, the koel
should be singing freely in the top register, generally above a D6 (scientific pitch notation).

See https://youtu.be/eCFrRsBCKHc for an introduction to the singing of the koel.

PROGRAMME NOTES

The morning calls of the Asian Koel (eudynamys scolopaceus) is often heard in many parts of

suburban Singapore. Heard more often than it is seen, the bird makes distinctively loud, repetitive,

and high-pitched “uwu” mating calls from dawn. The koel is fairly large, growing up to about 45cm

in length, despite the description here of a “little bird”. While some residents are enthralled by

the singing of the bird, others are inconvenienced by it. The text used in this piece is an acrostic

poem written by the composer - a play on the same “uwu” sounds made by nature’s alarm clock.
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for the SYC Ensemble Singers and Jennifer Tham

Uwu

SATB divisi
Kenneth Tay (b.1992)

Tempo libero, tranquillo
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