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Arranger’s note

Cha+ang, or Elephant, is one of the most well-known children’s songs in Thailand. It is taught to
children in kindergarten and primary school. The melody is adapted from a Thai classical piece called
phama khwee, which is in the Burmese mode.

Thai lyrics and English translation

Cha+ang, nong/ kuh+aey hen/ cha+ang reu plaow,
Elephant, have you ever seen an elephant?

Cha+ang mun/ tua toh mai bao/
Elephant 1s big and heavy

Ja moog ya+ow ya+ow re+ak va ng+ung/
Its long nose called trunk

Mee k+aul tat+ai ng+ung/ re+ak va nga
Those fangs underneath the trunk called tusk

Mee hwu mee ta ha+ang ya+ao
It has ears, eyes and long tail.

Brief Guide to Thai Pronunciation

There are words with short and long vowels. The words with short vowels will be denote with “/”.
End the vowel right away and sing the final syllable to the full note value.

Most Thai words do not have an ending sound. Therefore, always end the word softly and do not
emphasize the letter that ends the word.

The romanization attempts to closely approximate the Thai pronunciation but these are some points to
note:

D, ], T, Sh, Ch — do not aspirate
P — French P
G — French G

>

There are words which combined 2 vowels in the single word. This will denoted as “__+__”, example:
“Der+ern”. Pronounce these sounds quickly as a single word.
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