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Composer’s note 

Jubilate Deo is the first prize winner of the 2019 Busan Choral Festival and Competition (Composition 
Competition) which bested 55 other compositions from around the globe. The piece has an apocalyptic 
feeling and exuberant rhythmic flow which captivates the audience and its listeners. 

The introduction of the piece moves with a forte passage sung by the whole choir signaling the start of the 
choral work. After this, the main theme of the work begins with the singing voices one-by-one entering, 
creating a rhythmic and unique harmonic progression while the sopranos sing the melody above. Afterwards, 
a slow and heavenly middle part emerges showing the solemnity of the work and having a contrasting 
polyphony from the first and last part. This middle part, little by little blooms to a sonorous progression 
somewhat acknowledging the presence of God in our midst. The last part of the choral work is a repetition 
of the first part but with a soprano obligato singing above. The piece ends with a furious exchange of voices 
of the female and male section and finishes the whole piece with a bang.  

The energetic and jubilant characteristic of the piece, with its minor mode apocalyptic feeling, shows the 
wide range of interpretation the choir and the conductor can do with the piece. The sacred text, fused in with 
a modern and rhythmic harmonic flow, creates an opportunity for the new generations of choral enthusiasts 
to extend their artistic capabilities and imagination in a traditional manner. 
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