


	

	

Arranger’s note 

Rek Ayo Rek is a popular folksong from Surabaya, Eastern Java, Indonesia. This folk song is about the night 
life, specifically Saturday night, of young Surabayans. In this arrangement, Stefanus explores the bustling night 
life at Tunjungan, a common place where people hangout and have late suppers. The performance begins in a 
theatrically, depicting a situation where young Surabayans are stuck studying. The piece then transitions to the 
bustling night life at Tunjungan. Tunjungan mainly refers to Jalan Tunjungan or Tunjungan road. The song 
mainly uses the Javanese language. However, it is important to take note that Surabayans have their own unique 
dialect compared to other Javanese speaking regions. It is best to consult a native Surabayan but if a native 
speaker is not available, the provided approximate IPA may act as a preliminary guide. 

 
Lyrics and Approximate IPA English Translation 

 
Malem minggu ayo mlaku nang Tunjungan 

maləm miŋgu ayo mlaku naŋ tunʤuŋan 
 

It's Saturday night, let's take a walk at Tunjungan 
 

 Rek ayo rek, mlaku-mlaku nang Tunjungan  
rɛk ayo rɛk mlaku mlaku naŋ tunʤuŋan 

  

Guys, come on guys. Take a stroll at Tunjungan 
 

Rek ayo rek, rame-rame bebarengan 
rɛk ayo rɛk rame rame bəbarəŋan 

 

Guys, come on guys, let's go together 
 

Cak ayo cak, sopo gelem melu aku? 
tʃak ayo tʃak sɔpɔ gələm melu aku 

 

Brother, come on, who wants to follow me?  
 

Cak ayo cak, golek kenalan cah ayu 
tʃak ayo tʃak golɛk kənalan tʃah ayu 

 

Brother, come on, to look for pretty girls 
 

ngalor-ngidul liwat toko ngumbah mata 
ŋalor ŋidul liwat took ŋumbah mɔtɔ  

 

strolling through the stores, looking around them 
 

masio mung nyenggal-nyenggol, ati lega 
masiɔ muŋ ɲeŋgal ɲeŋgol ati ləgɔ 

 

Even though it's only a nudge, our hearts are happy 
 

sapa ngerti nasib awak lagi  
sɔpɔ ŋərti nasib awak lagi 

 

It may be our lucky day today 
 

mujur kenal anake sing dodol rujak cingur 
muʤur kənal anake sing dodol ruʤak tʃiŋur 

we get to know the rujak cingur seller's daughter 

 
Onomatopoeic pronunciation:  
tak ken tung tak dem tang 
tak ken tuŋ tak dəm taŋ 
  
Independently appearing vowels: 
a, e/é, o, i, u 
a, e, o, i, u 
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